THE EMPEROR  FREDERICK  III

Icct. Windthorst, politically a latitudinarian, in religion
an unbeliever, was by accident and the blunders of the
bureaucracy driven on to the side of our enemies. Not-
withstanding all, I still hope that in times of war the
national feeling will rise high enough to tear asunder the
web of lies in which the party leaders, ambitious orators,
and party newspapers hold the masses during the times of
peace.

Any one who recalls the period in which the Centrum
(relying less on the Pope than on the Jesuits), the Guelfs
(not merely from Hanover), the Poles, the French Alsa-
tians, the people's party, the Social Democrats, the Free-
thought party, and the Particularists, linked together only
by hostility to the Empire and the dynasty, held under
the leadership of the same Windthorst, who before and
after his death was made a national saint, a firm and com-
manding majority against the Emperor and the allied gov-
ernments, and who is also in a position fully to judge the
situation of that time and the dangers which threatened
us to East and West, will find it natural that an imperial
chancellor who was responsible for the final results should
have thought of meeting possible foreign combinations,
and an alliance of them with internal dangers, with no less
independence than we had undertaken the war in Bohe-
mia, without considering political feelings, and often in
opposition to them.

Of the Emperor Frederick's private letters I add one,
for his sake and for mine, as an example of his character
and his method of writing, and also to overthrow the le-
gend that I have been an enemy of the army.
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